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Don’t 

Dnek the Issnes! 


You can meet every great issue of Dyna¬ 
mite head-on for a whole year! No, we 
haven't quacked up — it's really true! You 
really can have 12 issues of Dynamite 
mailed right to your home! Just send $9.00 
in a check or money order to: 

DYNAMITE 

654 COUNT MORBIDA'S CASTLE 

MARION, OHIO 43302 

For a year filled with wit, wisdom, and 
wise-quacks, subscribe to Dynamite. It 
really is all it's quacked up to be! 


Lick’em Stick’em 

Bookplate 

Stickers! 

We know your books are your books and you 
know your books are your books, but isn’t it about 
time you let the rest of the world know that your 


books really are your books? Dynamite's slickest 
stickers are the trickiest way we know to stick 
your name where it’s sure to stick in other 
people’s minds — right up front! Just cut out the 
bookplate stickers in the back of this issue. Then 
fill in your name on each sticker and stick one 
inside the front cover of each of your best books! 
And while you’re sticking your name on things: be 
sure to stick it on the Dynamite Desk-oration 
that’s on the back cover. Just cut out the sticker 
letters that spell your name and sticker ’em in the 
space provided. 


Dynamite is brought to you by Dynamite. Editor: Linda Aber. Art Direction: Greg Wozney Design. 
Managing Editor: Chip Lovitt. Assistant Editor: Susan Hood. Editorial Assistant: Pat Brigandi. 
Production Editor: Bruce Magenheimer. Contributors and distractions: F. Fiddler, 

Margaret Ronan, Jovial Bob Stine, Sheldon Sturges, H. William Stine, Megan Stine, Naomi Claudio, 
Lou deRienzo, Haig Adishian, Sonia Black, Grace Maccarone, Eve Ronan. Editorial Production Director: 
Sharon Graham, and the leader of the pack, Editorial Director: Jane Stine. 
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DYNAMITE 

A Monthly Book From Arrow, a Scholastic Book Club 


Dynamites Blasts 


An Out of this World Science Fiction and Special Effects Spec¬ 
tacular Featuring: 

8. The Sci Fi Space Race: The most fantastic flicks from silent 
films to Star Wars! 

12. Dynamite Update: A sneak preview of the Star Wars sequel, 
The Empire Strikes Back. # 

14. Sci Fi Funnies: Intergalactic giggles. 

15. Meteor! This film is rated "D" for disaster! 

18. The Ups and Downs of a Hollywood Stunt Kid: This kid's a 
fall guy for the stars! 

20. The Plastics Factory: Dynamite visits a special effects fac¬ 
tory! 


22. Dynamite Pet-igree Certificate: A silly sign of the times. 
24. A Dynamite Cake That Takes the Cake: A great cake that 
you can make! 

26. Bummers: Lemons and losers to louse up your day. 

27. Pssssst . . . Pass It On: News and notes from Dynamite 
readers. 

28. Hot Stuff: To keep you cool this summer! 

30. Meet the Reel and Un-reel Robby Benson: A Dynamite 
closeup. 

32. Parents Drive Kids Nuts When . . .: Parents do the darndest 
things! 

34. Count Morbida's Puzzle Pages: Brain twisters from a twisted 
brain! 

36. Turn Your Book Collection From Dull to Dynamite: How to 

get Dynamite's two biggest books! 

37. Good Vibrations: Straight talk and solid advice. 

38. Win a Dynamite Prize: Enter the superprize sweepstakes! 
43. Dynamite Dateline; Special events and great dates! 

Back Cover: A daffy desk decoration. 

Plus: A Mete or poster and lick 'em stick 'em book plates. 


.... .... . * 
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From Silent Rims to Star Wars! 


According to scientists, the space race 
began in the late 1950's with the launching 
of the Sputnik and Explorer satellites. Sci¬ 
ence fiction filmmakers have been explor¬ 
ing distant galaxies and having close en¬ 
counters of every kind for over 75 years! 
How did the space race really begin? 
Dynamite decided to trace the outer space 
race from the very beginning all the way to 
the present so we can give you all the film 
facts about science fiction! 

SILENTS ARE GOLDEN 

In 1902, a French filmmaker, George 
Melies, ventured into space with a 7¥i- 
minute silent movie, A Trip to the Moon. It 
mixed live actors with drawings, including 
one that showed a rocket stuck in the eye of 
the man in the moon. The Russians sent two 
cosmonauts to Mars in a 1924 silent film, 
Aelita. And Fritz Lang, a German-American 
director whose grim view of the future in 
Metropolis stunned audiences in 1925, tried 
a moon landing in a 1929 film, Girl in the 
Moon . Among the film's special effects was a 
swirling gaseous atmosphere around the 
moon, a scientific impossibility. 

INVASION OF THE TALKIES 

During the 1930's, space adventures took 
off as talking movies took over. Serials such 
as Flash Gordon and Buck Rogers became 
popular. Buster Crabbe played both of the 
intergalactic good guys. The first Flash Gor- 


A Trip to the Moon (1902) 


Flash Gordon (1936) 


Culver Pictures, Inc. Culver Pictures, inc. 














surface. The success of these two films led 
other filmmakers to enter the space race. 
Most of the films were low budget and sec¬ 
ond rate. But some were very impressive. A 
1955 movie, This Island Earth, shows two 
planets at war. One planet, Metaluna, is 
populated by normal-looking people who 
live in an eerie underground world. Above 
ground are gruesome looking mutants left 
over from an earlier atomic war. One spe¬ 
cial effect shows people turning into skele¬ 
tons and then disappearing as a matter 
transmitter sends their bodies through 
space. 

A year later the classic film Forbidden 
Planet was released. In it, a group of 
spacemen visit a colony called Altair 4, only 
to find a mysterious evil force has killed all 
but two people. The film reaches a climax 
when the force bums its way through a two- 
foot steel wall trying to wipe out the good 
guys. Luckily everyone escapes, thanks to 
Robby the Robot — a computer-brained 
robot that speaks 187 languages. The next 
year Robby starred in his own movie, The 
Invisible Boy. Unfortunately, in that movie, 
a short circuit in his brain causes him to 
become evil and torture kids until he's re¬ 
paired. 

IS IT AN ANIMAL, VEGETABLE. 
OR MINERAL? 

While lots of 50's sci fi flicks showed hu¬ 
mans traveling in space, many more fea¬ 
tured aliens visiting Earth. And they came in 
every size, shape, and color. 

The Day the Earth Stood Still (1951) was 
one of a small number of movies where the 
alien appeared human. Klaatu, a space vis¬ 
itor played by Michael Rennie, and a 10-foot 
robot named Gort land a flying saucer in the 
middle of Washington, D.C. Klaatu just 
wants to warn Earth about atomic power, 
Klaatu gets shot by the army, but Gort re¬ 
vives him. After delivering one final warn¬ 
ing, they return to their own planet. 

Few aliens of the 50's were as friendly as 
Klaatu and Gort. Most were determined to 


don serial (1936) cost over $350,000 to film, 
making it the most expensive film of its day. 
Even with that much money spent, a careful 
viewer could see that Flash's ship was just a 
model being pulled by a thin wire across a 
starry background. 

The space race in movie theaters didn't 
heat up until 1950, when two films, Desfina- 
fion Moon and Eocketship XM, became box 
office hits. Destination Moon featured in¬ 
credible moonscapes (created in the studio) 
and astronauts floating above the moon's 


Destination Moon (1950) 


The Invisible Boy (1957) 






















i Married a Monster from Outer Space (1958) 




take over the Earth. The Thing (1951) came 
from a flying saucer buried beneath the 
polar ice. When it thawed, The Thing turned 
out to be a wild half-human half-vegetable, 
out to destroy everything in its way. Luckily, 
the scientists set up an electrical field and 
cooked the former frozen vegetable to death! 

Invaders came in all forms. In one of the 
best invasion films of all time, the 1956 ver¬ 
sion of The Invasion of the Body Snatchers, 
they came as pods that took over people's 
bodies. In The Twonky (1953) the would-be 
conqueror arrived in the form of a TV set that 
enslaved the minds of all who watched it. 
Then there were such weird wonders as fly¬ 
ing brains in The Space Children (1958) and 
The Brain From Planet Arous (1958); huge 
eyes with tentacles in The Crawling Eye 
(1958); and intergalactic glop such as The 
Green Slime (1969) and The Blob (1958). In 
Beast With a Million Eyes (1955) the alien 
could take any form it wanted to. After 
gobbling up a whole farm - people, ani¬ 
mals, and all — the alien made the fatal 
mistake of taking the form of a rodent so it 
could cross the desert. An eagle swooped 
down and ate it! 

Aliens were everywhere and were almost 
always hideously ugly. The woman in I 
Married a Monster From Outer Space (1958) 
is shocked to learn that her husband is an 
alien scout. How does she know? What 
would you think if someone you knew had a 
head that looked like melted cheese? Thgt 
same year, the ever-ugly It! The Terror 
From Beyond Space showed up with the 
head of a reptile on its shoulders. And the 
visitor from Venus in It Conquered the World 
(1956), resembled a giant turnip with teeth! 

During the 60's, aliens stopped coming in 
such large numbers. But some invaders did 
still show up. The 1963 movie, Day of the 
Triffids, starred giant tentacled plants from 
space. Luckily, salt water turned the triffids 
into mush before they killed too many 
people. 

SCI FI'S BRIGHTEST STARS 

A milestone in sci fi films came in 1968 with 


Beast with 1,000,000 Eyes (1955) 



























Star Wars (1977) 


Close Encounters of the Third Kind (1977) 


2001: A Space Odyssey. The film's incredible 
space scenes and realistic rockets made it 
the most ambitious film of its kind. Its success 
opened the door for the space spectaculars 
of the 70's. 

By the late 70's, special effects and sci fi 
films reached another peak as Star Wars 
(1977) became the biggest money-maker in 
movie history. Using computerized 
cameras, fleets of miniature spaceships, 
and film techniques that combine up to a 
dozen layers of film, the special effects crew 
created incredible dogfights in space and 
exploding planets. All this was done within 
the studio! 

Star Wars was just the beginning. Close 
Encounters of the Third Kind (1977) gave a 


2001: A Space Odyssey (1968) 


glimpse of strange but friendly aliens who 
came in spectacular spaceships. Suddenly 
the space sweepstakes was on again. A re¬ 
make of The Invasion of the Body Snatchers 
(1978) was released, and Star Trek and Buck 
.Rogers movies went into production. Other 
sci fi flicks such as Alien, Meteor, and a Star 
Wars follow-up, The Empire Strikes Back, 
are all here or on the way. 

Sci fi films have come a long way since 
1902. Today's filmmakers are back in the 
race, using computerized cameras and 
million-dollar sets that yesterday's 
moviemakers couldn't have imagined. And 
it's certain that the results of this space race 
are going to be positively out of this 
world! — Chip Lovitt. 




































DYNAMITE UPDATE: 

Star Wars Sequel, 

The Empire Strikes Back 


In the movie business, when a 
film becomes a blockbuster, or a 
giant success, the name of the 
game is "once is not enough." Star 
Wars broke box office records, and 
even as the film began its record- 
breaking run in theaters, plans for 
a follow-up were already being dis¬ 
cussed. With its amazing special 
effects and out-of-this-world space 
scenes. Star Wars began a new era 
in science fiction and fantasy films. 
For the makers of the movie, the big 
question is. What on earth can they 
do for an encore? Dynamite wanted 
to find out the answer to that ques¬ 
tion and more. We spoke to the Star 
Wars people in London, and here's 
our report: 

Last March, production began in a Lon¬ 
don studio for The Empire Strikes Back, 
George Lucas's latest adventure for Luke 
Skywalker and friends. Estimated time of ar¬ 
rival in your local theaters is summer 1980. 

Nearly all the original Star Wars cast, ex¬ 
cept Alec Guinness (Ben Kenobi), will re¬ 
turn in the sequel. In addition to the wonder¬ 
ful Wookie, Chewbacca, and the Droid duo, 
R2 D2 and C3PO, producer Gary Kurtz 
promises there will be some new non¬ 
human characters in the film. There will also 
be some new human characters such as 
Billy Dee Williams, who'll play the boss of a 
mining operation in space. 

So far, the scenario for the film has been 
kept a secret. But everyone involved with the 














film is determined to avoid the usual formula 
for sequels — stretching the first film into 
another two-hour movie. "This is no 'Son of 
Star Wars'," one crew member said. 

Dynamite has learned that the basic plot 
of the movie will have the rebels under con¬ 
stant attack from the Empire's forces. The 
rebels hide out on an ice planet called Hoth. 
When they are discovered by Darth Vader's 
forces, there is a big battle. Some rebels, 
including Luke, escape into space where 
other adventures await them. 

Most of the filming is being done in Lon¬ 
don. However, the ice planet sequences 


were shot in a small town in Norway called 
Finse. Finse lies at the highest point (6,600 
feet above sea level) of a single track railway 
line between the city of Oslo and the western 
port of Bergen. At first, only Mark Hamill was 
involved in the shooting, but Harrison Ford 
was called in at the last moment. lust as Ford 
was trying to get to Finse, a series of bliz¬ 
zards closed the railway. After a brief delay, 
Ford arrived on a special snowplow train. 

While there are few changes in the cast, 
there are some important ones in the 
filmmaking crew. ]ohn Dykstra, who was in 
charge of special effects for Star Wars, 
jumped ship to work on Battlestar Galactica. 
Taking his place is Brian Johnson, who has 
worked on 2001: A Space Odyssey, Space 
1999, and Alien. Johnson has a tough act to 
follow, but the producers are confident that 
The Empire Strikes Back will be just as visu¬ 
ally spectacular as Star Wars. "We're trying 
some new effects that have never been at¬ 
tempted before," producer Gary Kurtz said. 
Kurtz also promises there will be "lots of 
outer space battles." 

Another big change is that George Lucas, 
director of Star Wars, is turning the job over 
to Irvin Kershner (The Eyes of Laura Mars). 
Lucas will still be involved with the produc¬ 
tion, but not as much as he was with Star 
Wars. 

Originally, Empire was to be called Star 
Wars II, but Lucas and Kurtz decided 
against it. It seems that Lucas's original out¬ 
line for Star Wars was so long, it had to be 
divided into 12 parts. Star Wars was actually 
the fourth segment of the outline. According 
to Lucas's master plan, if the sequel is a 
success, we may be seeing other films show¬ 
ing some of the other 10 segments. 

Can the sequel live up to Star Wars? As 
Carrie Fisher said, "When you start your 
career in the most successful movie of all 
time, there's no place to go but down!" How¬ 
ever, if things go the way George Lucas and 
Gary Kurtz hope they will — and the Force 
stays with them — the only direction the 
cast and crew will be going is straight back 
up to the top again! — Chip Lovitt 
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Scientists everywhere ask: Is there life in outer space? 
Dynamite asks: Are there laughs in outer space? Check out the 
cosmic comedy here, then you be the judge: If there is life in 
outer space, will jokes like these kill it? 


Mad scientist: At last! I ve discovered 
a way to land on the sun without 
burning up! 

Scientist: How? 

Mad scientist: Go at night! 


Reporter: Professor , why did the alien 
spaceship land in New York City and 
take off again so quicky? 

Professor: It couldn’t find a place to 
park! 


Teacher: Why does it take over 72 
hours to get to the moon? 

Student: It’s uphill all the way! 

He: Why did the UFO go to a 
psychiatrist? 

She: It was suffering from an identity 
crisis! 

1st scientist: Why do you think 
Martians have antennae? 

2nd scientist: So they can watch their 
favorite TV shows, of course! 


1st spaceman: How did you break 
your leg? 

2nd spaceman: See those stars over 
there? 

1st spaceman: Yeah. 

2nd spaceman: Well, I didn’t. 

Man: What makes you think your son 
is going to be an astronaut? 

Woman: Because his teacher said he 
was taking up space. 

1st astronaut: Do you have any travel 
tips for me when I go to the moon? 

2nd astronaut: Yes, take lots of 
money — the moon may be down to its 
last quarter. 
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This Movie RatedT for Disaster! 


Picture this. A New York subway station. 
People rushing down the stairs, milling 
around on the platform. Suddenly there's a 
strange sound. It's not the screech and rattle 
of subway trains. It's more like a million gal¬ 
lons of chocolate pudding oozing down a 
metal slide. But it's not pudding! It's mud — 
thick, oily, slimy, brown mud! Here ft comes, 
rushing out of huge overhead pipes and 
burying everything in sight — including 
Sean Connery and Natalie Wood. 


If you're a subway rider, you can relax. 
The same goes if you're a Connery or Wood 
tan. The subway station is a movie set for a 
16-million dollar disaster film called Meteor. 
But the mud is for real. It's a million pounds 
of slimy bentonite, a wet clay glop that's 
used by oil-drillers. 

"Being buried in bentonite isn't fun," says 
the rr ovie's director, Ronald Neame, "but 
we haven't lost an actor yet. We can't use 
doubles or stunt people for the stars in this 
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scene because we have to show close-ups of 
their ordeal." 

Like the mud, the ordeal is real. Let's hear 
about it from the stars: 

Sean Connery: "The problem was not 
how to act terrified in this scene. The prob¬ 
lem was how to survive." 

Natalie Wood: "This stuff may look like 
chocolate but it tastes like ugh! It's wet, 
slimy, and freezing cold. Don't let them tell 
you it's not dangerous doing a scene like 
this. I almost got sucked into the pumps 
twice!" 

The pumps are under the sound stage. 
They bring the mud out of what used to be 
the old Esther Williams swimming pool in 
the movie studio. After a take, the glop all 
has to be sucked back up into pipes that run 
down into the ex-pool. 

"The mud scene is the toughest one in the 
movie,” Ronald Neame told us. "It will only 
last about four minutes onscreen, but so far 
we've filmed in a sea of mud for 14 days. 
Twice it buried Natalie Wood and Karl Mal¬ 
den. It knocked Sean Connery off his feet. It 
takes 90 men to control the mud, and we'll 
finish off the scene by blowing up the pipes 
so the mud collapses. There won't be any 
re-takes on that one! Token booths, tile 
walls, tracks, and subway graffiti will all be 
blown to bits! It's going to be the most spec¬ 
tacular disaster sequence ever seen or 
heard." 


From what Ronald Neame told us about 
the movie's plot, there's more to this disaster 
than just mud. 

"Here’s this meteor," he went on to say, 
"five miles wide, flying at the earth at 30,000 
miles an hour. A chunk of it hits New York 
City. The World Trade Center buildings 
blow up. People try to find shelter in the 
subways, but the floors of the Hudson and 
East Rivers collapse and the mud rushes in. 
Meanwhile, meteor chunks cause a tidal 
wave in Hong Kong and an avalanche in 
Switzerland. We show those, too. We did the 
actual catastrophes in the studio. In the av¬ 
alanche scene, we dropped 100,000 pounds 
of imitation snow on stunt people and extras. 
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"In the tidal wave scene, we unleashed 
8,000 gallons of water from two timed tanks. 
The tanks were supposed to open up one 
after another, but something went wrong, 
and they released the water at the same 
time. The force of the wave really did sweep 
eight people away. But nobody got hurt — 
just a few bumps, bruises, and minor cuts." 

In the movie, Russian and American sci¬ 
entists get together to keep the rest of the 
meteor from hitting earth. They have six 
days before impact to figure out how to use 
rocket missiles to blow the meteor off course. 

Could a big bang like the one in Meteor 
really happen? 

"Maybe," says Neame. "It isn't generally 




known, but several years ago, a very big 
one came within four million miles of earth. 
That's close in terms of distance in space. Do 
we have nuclear rockets that could spin a 
real meteor off course? We asked the Penta¬ 
gon, and they wouldn't say — so I take it 
we do. 

"Seventy years ago, a big meteor hit 
Siberia. It knocked men and horses 300 miles 
away off their feet, and burned up 10 million 
trees in a 2,000 square mile area. If it had hit 
New York City, it would have destroyed 
every building and killed millions of people. 
I want this movie to carry a message. I want 
it to say we should cooperate internationally 
so we can prevent such a disaster from ever 
happening in real life." 

Meanwhile, back on the set, Neame was 
creating — not preventing — disasters. 
The mud was pumped back into the pipes. 
The stars climbed back down on the subway 
tracks. 

"We have to make sure the mud is just 
right," said Neame. "If it's too thick, it isn't 
exciting. If it's too thin, it will fill the tunnel too 
fast — and we only have seven minutes to 
do the scene." 

Can Neame make those seven minutes 
count? You bet your next mud pie he can! 
After all, he's the one who turned an ocean 
liner upside down in The Poseidon Adven¬ 
ture! 

— Margaret Ronan 
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In the 16 years since he was born, Reid 
Rondell has been shoved through a glass 
window, hit by a car, crushed by a falling 
horse, pushed off the top of a building, set on 
fire, and rescued by helicopter from a boat 
si nki ng in the ocean. Just a streak of bad 
luck? No way! We're happy to report that 
Reid doesn't really walk under a black 
cloud. He's a stunt kid in Hollywood, and 
"accidents" are part of his business! 

How did Reid become a stunt kid? That 
was no accident. It runs in the family. His 
father, Ronnie Rondell, is a stunt man, and 
so is his 21-year-old brother. The first stunt 
work Reid ever did was at the age of 10. He 
doubled for a young actor on Mod Squad 
who was tackled and roughed up by the bad 
guy. Other early roles were to do what stunt 
people call a "near miss." "A vehicle comes 
charging at you, " Reid explained, "and you 
get out of the way at the very last second!" 

One such near miss was done on the old 
show Man nix. Reid had to jump from the 
path of a runaway car. Another one was in 
an episode of Harry O, when he had to 
swerve on his bicycle just in time to avoid a 
speeding motorcycle cop. Later, in a Family 
episode, Reid even took the place of Kristy 
McNichol when she was in a bicycle crash. 


Although he's very good at the near miss¬ 
es, Reid's real specialty is doing high falls. In 
the movie Hooper, he fell 30 feet from the top 
of a building. Below, of course, was a huge 
pad filled with foam rubber so he could land 
safely. Perhaps even more spectacular are 
the high falls Reid has done when he's on 
fire! 































Stunts are called "gags" by the people 
who do them, but being engulfed by flames 
is no laughing matter. "You're really a 
human torch," said Reid. "Underneath your 
clothes are a fireproof suit and a tank with 
oxygen which you breathe through a mask. 

"Before you're set on fire and the cameras 
roll, every move you'll make is planned 
exactly. Afterward, men rush in with fire 
extinguishers to put out the flames." 

Reid has never been hurt in a stunt, and 
he's not afraid that something will go wrong 
and he'll be injured. "You have to think posi¬ 
tive," he said. "For a stunt to be safe and 
successful, you also need the correct 
equipment, thorough knowledge of what 
you’re doing, and help from other stunt 
people. You put your life on the line, and 
sometimes the lives of other people." 

Making an accident look realistic is the 
goal of people who do stunts. "But some¬ 
times," Reid told us, "an accident looks real 
because it is. On Young Daniel Boone I was 
on a rearing horse and was supposed to fall 
out of the saddle. However, when the horse 
got up on his rear legs, he lost his balance, 
fell over backwards and landed on me!" 
When the producers saw the film, they 
thought the "stunt" was too violent for televi¬ 
sion and they cut it out of the show. 

Being a stunt kid is not a full-time job, but 
Reid has to keep in shape. When he gets 
home from school, he trains in the backyard 
by jumping from the roof of his house or from 
a telephone pole onto a cushioned surface. 
Other practice includes crashing bikes and 
motorcycles, and staging fights with one or 
two of his friends who are also stunt kids. 
Reid also follows a daily exercise plan which 
includes 100 sit-ups, 50 push-ups, and a 
trampoline workout to improve flips and 
landings. 

How much does it pay to risk life and limb? 
Besides the $225 base salary Reid gets for 
being on a film set, he gets bonuses for each 
stunt. The amount depends on the difficulty 
and danger of the stunt. 

"A couple of car hits and a couple of bums 


[being on fire] will put $1,000 to $2,000 in my 
pocket," said Reid. "That’s better than work¬ 
ing in a supermarket." 

It's also more risky. When Dynamite asked 
Reid about his future stunts, he described 
what he and his dad are planning to do for a 
television special. 

"I'll be in the trunk of a speeding car which 
Dad will be driving down a football field. 
He'll put the car into a 180-degree slide, the 
trunk will explode, and I'll be blown up in the 
air and over the goalpost! I guess I'll be the 
first human football," Reid laughed. 

After he graduates from high school, Reid 
plans a career as a stunt man. Meanwhile, 
he's hoping to go to Africa to do some stunts 
in a new Tarzan movie. Who knows - if 
Tarzan is swinging through the jungle and 
the vine breaks, Tarzan may scream, but 
Reid may fall! 

— Michele and Tom Grimm 
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Dynamite Visits 




Realistic “soft” bricks are needed for ail kinds of stunts. 


Need a hand, anybody? Hands and masks of all types are 
just a part of the special effects stock and trade! 
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"-You name it, we do it," says Joyce Spector 
proudly. Joyce and Gary Zeller are special 
effects experts and they own The Plastics 
Factory. Movie-makers, TV producers, and 
advertising agencies for lots of big com¬ 
panies go to The Plastics Factory for all kinds 
of special effects. Dynamite decided to find 
out just what makes Joyce and Gary's busi¬ 
ness so special. 

We found them at the Factory not too long 
after the filming of Cafah Big foot, a movie 
made much more exciting thanks to their 
weird and wonderful work. Gary told us a 
little about the Big foot job. 

"I was hired to do all the explosive effects, 
bullet hits, and to help with Bigfoot's 
makeup,” he explained. "What I didn't bar¬ 
gain for were the 40-below temperatures. I 
had to add anti-freeze to my blood bags so 
they wouldn't freeze! These squibs, as we 
call them, are attached to the actors and set 
off with small explosive charges. On film it 


gives the very real impression of someone 
being shot.” 

Both Gary and Joyce are explosives and 
pyrotechnics experts. Pyrotechnics is the art 
of making and using fireworks. The two 
partners also draw on their vast know¬ 
ledge of design, engineering, chemistry, 
mechanics, architecture, and even Chinese 
cooking to create the impossible for a long 
list of clients. 

Sci fi and horror films constantly demand 
the talents of good special effects people. In 
Dawn of the Dead, the sequel to Night of the 
Living Dead, Gary used 20 gallons of fake 
blood, animals' intestines, 500 bullet squibs, 
as well as plastic life molds of heads, arms, 
and legs to satisfy the zombies' appetite for 
"human'' flesh! 

In a lighter vein, when Carol Burnett and 
opera singer Beverly Sills did a TV special at 
the Metropolitan Opera House in New York, 
The Plastics Factory provided 19 breakaway 
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goblets, a punch bowl, and a prop chan¬ 
delier, When Sills hit a particularly high 
note the special glassware all shattered 
right on cue! 

"Plastics are marvelous materials to work 
with," Joyce told us. "There are hundreds of 
different kinds. Some are soft, some are 
strong, some are light, others are clear. If 
you understand plastics you can do any¬ 
thing with them!" 

When Joyce says "anything," she's not 
exaggerating. Anything includes prop cars, 
humanlike torsos, 40-foot sea turtles, inflat¬ 
able sets for a ballet, fireworks displays of all 
sizes and shapes, as well as soft bricks and 
plastic ice cubes just to name a few things. 
Recently, a hamburger company hired The 
Plastics Factory to produce a working robot 
that could walk, talk, and deliver french fries 
and hamburgers on a television commer¬ 
cial! 

Because of the dangers in working with 
explosives, Joyce and Gary are sticklers for 
safety. "Between us we have nine pyrotech- 
nical and weapons licenses," Joyce ex¬ 



A life mask can be used to create a realistic-looking 
double of an actor for films. First Gary applies a fast 
drying, non- sticking latex layer. On top of that goes a 
plaster cast. The whole process takes less than half an 
hour. 


plained. "We read about 30 plastics 
magazines a month and are constantly 
doing original research. On jobs, we have 
final say about the safety conditions." 

"It's always the amateurs who get in trou¬ 
ble," Gary added. "They rig a building to 
blow out the walls but forget about the roof. 
Then it falls down and hurts a lot of people." 

Fortunately, Gary and Joyce have never 
had any serious accidents on location or in 
the shop. They intend to be in business a 
long time. What's the next business on hand 
for these two special effects specialists? 

"Right now we're getting all the rest we 
can get," Joyce told us. "Our next project is to 
build a giant, 30-foot long, eight-foot high 
maggot that can crash through buildings, 
crush cars, and eat people. Needless to say, 
it has to look convincing on the screen!" 

Needless to say, it probably will. So the 
next giant 30-foot long maggot you see just 
might be a fake one fresh from The Plastics 
Factory — and if it isn't, look out! 


— Arthur Sirdofsky 



Fireworks and explosives are a specialty of the house. 
Joyce demonstrates the special magic of some special 
effects! 
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Photography/Arthur Sirdofsky 
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Dynamite 
Sign of the 
Times 


At last! Honest-to-goodness proof 
that your pet anything is the prize 
you've always thought it is! The 
Dynamite Kennel Club Pet-igree 
Paper lets everyone know that your 
pet is completely unique. Carefully 
remove the Pet-igree Paper from the 
magazine, and put it in a place 
where all your pet's pals are sure to 
see it! With a paper that says 
Pet-igree proudly displayed on your 
wall, you and your pet will always be 
welcomed by pet-icular people in 
any social pet set! 
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A Dynamite Cake 

That Takes The Cake! 
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Join the Group Gripe by sending in your own Bummer, 
and our Dynamite artist might pick your idea to illustrate, 
Send all cranky suggestions to: Dynamite, 50 West 44th 
St., New York, NY 10036. If we pick your Bummer, we’ll 
send you $5.00. If you don’t hear from us, don’t give up, 
you may stilt win one day! P.S.: You don’t have to draw 
the 




Don’t you hate getting yelled at! 

MeEissa Mealzie, Orange, CA 


Don’t you hate when your teacher calls on you and 
you don’t know what’s going on! 

Mike Pugiiese, Lake Grove, NY 



Don’t you hate when you go to a friend's rollerskat¬ 
ing party and you don’t know how to rollerskate! 

Sarah Pierson, Fort Coin ns. GO 



Don’t you hate when you have a knot in your 
shoelace! 

Lisa G Collins, Cleveland Hts., OH 



Don’t you hate when your brother gets you with a 

Gotcha! Randy MeGowen, La Crescenta, CA 



Don’t you hate when you don't get any mail! 

Mikki Ceglia, Independence. OH 


































Psssst...PassitOn 


Dynamite's summer is never a Bummer, 
thanks to ail the great letters we receive 
from you, our favorite Dynamite gang! We 


read every one and try to pass along as 
many as we can. Here are just some of 
the thoughts we’d like to share. 


Dear Dynamite, 

My name is Tracy Donaldson. The 
reason I'm writing to you is because my 
younger brother, Timmy Donaldson, 
was in Star Wars I He was one of the little 
brown people, the Jawas. He got $25 for 
it, too. It was neat. I saw them film it. I 
almost got to be in it, but I was a half an 
inch too tall! My brother carried R2D2 up 
a hill seven times. Timmy said, "Boy, 
was it heavy!" 

Tracy Donaldson, CA 

Dear Dynamite, 

I think you should publish more than 
once a month, like every 2 weeks. I can 
move in with you and help. I'm sure it 
would work. How about it? 

Christine Adams, Auburn Heights, Ml 

Dear Christine, 

Move in with us? It's a great idea! 
Except for one thing. We don't have 
any more room in ou r offices for more 
people; they're too filled up with 
Dynamite letters from Dynamite Kids 
like you! 

Dynamite 

Dear Dynamite, 

In your January issue I read a letter 
from Christilee Sanford about the con¬ 
servation of wildlife. I just wanted to say 
that I agree. My friends and f have or¬ 
ganized a dub for conservation of ani¬ 


mals. We get public opinions and write to 
conservation services. If everyone 
helped, our animals would live!! 

LW. f Katonah, NY 

Dear L.W., 

Thanks a fot for your opinion. We 
received hundreds of letters from 
readers everywhere with comments 
and thoughts about Christilee's tet¬ 
ter. Here are some others we re 
happy to pass along. 

Dynamite 

Dear Dynamite, 

i d like to say that I agree with Christ¬ 
ilee very much. As an 11 -year-old I beg 
alf kids to write to politicians and take 
petitions around your neighborhoods to 
help save our wildlife. 

Carl Thorson, Hawley, PA 

Dear Dynamite, 

I'm writing in opposition to the letter in 
January’s issue of Dynamite. (Pssssst 
. • Pass It On.. .). For the person who 
wrote how cruel it is killing baby seals: I 
live in the Maritimes. Fishing is one of 
our main industries. The people who kifl 
seals are limited as to the number they 
kill. If they kill too many, they’re fined or 
jaifed. If they didn’t kill them, there might 
be an overexpansion of seals. If there 
was, the seals might eat all the fish. If 
they ate all the fish, it would ruin one of 


our major industries. I'm sure a lot of 
Maritimers and New Englanders who 
fish or hunt seals wifi agree with me. 

Marshall MacFarlane, Woodstock, 
New Brunswick, Canada 

Dear Dynamite, 

In Dynamite #56 Christifee Sanford 
said something about wildlife. I think she 
is right, because it's a sin to kifl animals 
that are endangered. My teacher said 
men have killed starlings because of 
their big population. I said, “Well, our 
population is big too." 

Tina Young, Collingdale, PA 

Dear Dynamite, 

I am glad there are people out there 
who care about our diminishing wildlife, 
but I disagree with the idea that there is 
nothing we can do about it. There are 
many things we can do! Write to National 
Wildlife Federation, 1412 Sixteenth St,, 
N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036 for in¬ 
formation about ways to help. Then, go 
through your poster collection, find ones 
of animals, and set up a wildlife conser¬ 
vation museum for your friends to see. 

Patty Butter, Napa, CA 

Got any thoughts you d like us to 
pass along? Just write to Pssssst.,. 
Pass It On/Dynam/fe y 50 W. 44th 
Street, New York, NY 10036. 



















Every Which-Way But Lose 

You're not gonna believe this. You'll say 
it's impossible. You 11 probably say it s in¬ 
credible. But trust us, it's true. lust follow the 
rules and you're sure to win this card game 
every time you play! After you've won a 
couple of hundred hands of this game, 
maybe then you'll believe us, but your friend 
will still say it's impossible. 

Here's how to play: First, out of fairness to 
your friend, give warning of the fact that this 
is one game you just can't lose because 
you're so good at it. Then state that whoever 
draws the last card loses. Take 21 cards and 
put them in a pile on a table. Tell your friend 
that the rules are that you both may draw 
one, two, or three cards at a time. Always 
make sure your friend goes first. If your 
friend draws one card, you draw three. If 
your friend draws two cards, you draw two; 
three cards, you draw one. In other words, 
the total number of cards drawn should al¬ 
ways be four. This makes it certain that your 
friend will absolutely, positively, always 
draw the last card and lose! In this game you 


win some, you wm some 


Holer Gotcha! 

Uh. . . urn. . . ah . . - this is kind of . . - 
well sort of. . . well, a little bit embarrassing 
for the poor unsuspecting victim you're sure 
to get with this Gotcha. But since when has a 
little thing like that stopped a great Gotcha- 
giver like you? Never! Embarrassing or not, 
when the Gotcha is hot, strike with it! 

Walk up to your victim and just casually 
but carefully point at his or her pants as you 
whisper, "I don't know how to tell you this, 
but I thought you'd want to know that your 
pants have holes in them. As a friend, I just 
thought I should tell you.' Your friend will 
panic and quickly look over his or her shoul¬ 
der to see the holes. After a couple of min¬ 
utes of looking and finding nothing, your 
victim will say, "There aren t any holes! 
Then you, sly slip of a Gotcha-giver that you 
are, will say, ''Oh yeah? Well if you don't 
have holes in your pants, how d you get 
them on?" This wholly embarrassing situa¬ 
tion becomes even more embarrassing for 
your victim when you smugly smile and say, 
"Gotcha!" 

Julie Tltushin of Livonia, Ml wins a Hoi Stuff T-shirt for this holesome Golcha! 


/• 
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Debbie Greene of Concord. MA wins a Hot Stuff-T-sh in with this good deal! 
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Take the sting out of snack attacks with a 
honey of a snack that's sure to have the gang 
swarming around your house or hive! 

All you need to do is melt V 2 cup of butter or 
margarine. Then mix in 2 tablespoons of 
milk, 1 cup of pre-sifted flour, % cup of 
honey, and !4 teaspoon of salt. Cook over a 
low heat, stirring the mixture all the time 
until the dough leaves the sides of the pan. 
Next stir in 1 cup of coconut and 1 teaspoon of 
vanilla. Let it cool a little, then stir in 2 cups of 
crisp rice cereal. Use your hands to shape 
the dough into small balls. Roll them in 
coconut or crushed rice cereal. Make a 
mountain of 'em and pass 'em out to all your 
buzzin' buddies! After one honey drop 
popped in the mouth you'd better bee-lieve 
they'll bee sweet on you! 

Denise Baxze'l o! Traverse City, Ml bettor bee-lieve she's a Hot Stuff T-shirt winner! 


( £M/# 


Silly But Super 
Talent Swap 
Shop 


Okay, so maybe you aren't the world's 
greatest gymnast. And maybe you haven't 
been asked to play the piano on stage at 
Carnegie Hall. And perhaps you haven't 
even been nominated to receive this year's 
Nobel Prize for tiddlywinks. But everybody, 
yes, even you, is at least pretty good at 
something. Dynamite thinks that if you've 
got talent, flaunt it! What's talent? Whistling 
with two fingers, doing a super-duper 
headstand, wiggling your ears, blowing the 
biggest bubblegum bubbles, playing 
"Chopsticks," curling your tongue, talking 
without moving your lips, or any other silly 
skill. Put your personal talent pluses to good 
use by sharing them with everyone! Just in¬ 
vite your friends over, write down who's best 
at what, then take turns teaching talents to 
the rest of the group. Plan practice sessions 
and a final funny Talent Show-Off Day when 
everyone will get a chance to perform his or 
her newly learned lessons! Give a prize to 
the most talented person and give a gong to 
the rest! 
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Meet The Reel and 
the Un-Reel Robb; Benson 



When Robby Benson landed the part of 
Nick, the aspiring ice hockey player in Ice 
Castles, he barely knew how to skate. But 
Robby has always been proud of the fact 
that he does his own action stunts, so he was 
determined to learn how to skate like the pro 
he was going to play! With the help of Bar¬ 
bara Williams, the power-skating coach of 
the pro ice hockey team the New Fork Islan¬ 
ders, Robby soon looked as if he d been skat¬ 
ing professionally all his life. Robby Benson 
is a professional in every way. His main 
concern always is to be really good at what¬ 
ever he does. And as Dynamite found out, 
Robby does a lot! 

When he was just eight years old, Robby 
performed with his mother, a professional 
actress, in The King and 1, Ever since then 
he's made a career out of show business. For 
Robby, that's just following a family tradi¬ 
tion. His parents performed a night club act 
for many years in which Robby's father 
played the piano while his mother sang. 
They traveled from town to town with their 
act, but finally settled in New York City, 
where Robby grew up. While his parents 

























rehearsed their act, Robby sat under the 
piano and listened, picking up all the tricks 
of the trade his parents used. At a very 
young age, he developed an ear for music. 
Today, he still writes and sings songs as he 
accompanies himself on his guitar. In fact, 
some of his songs have been used in several 
of the movies he's starred in. He and his 
former girlfriend, Glynnis O'Connor, sang 
Robby's song "The Blue Balloon" in the 
movie Jeremy. Sometime he plans to do a 
whole album of his own and hopes to get a 
singing career going. 

Music and acting aren't the only interests 
that come naturally to Robby. His father was 
once a professional athlete and Robby's al¬ 
ways said if he couldn't be an actor, he 
would want to be a professional basketball 


player. That strong interest is what inspired 
the film One On One. 

One On One is the story of a basketball 
player who proves that athletics and brains 
can go together. In the film, Robby beats the 
"system" and wins the games and the girl. 
It's always been a very special film for 
Robby for another reason as well. His father, 
who is now a writer, had the basic idea for 
the movie. He and Robby spent 10 days 
locked up in a motel room writing the script. 
About working hand in hand with his son, 
Robby's father has said, "There was no goof¬ 
ing off, no father-and-son buddy stuff." They 
just worked like two people who had a job to 
get done. Maybe that's what makes One On 
One so appealing. All that dedication really 
shows. 

A deep sense of sincerity and dedication 
marks all of Robby's accomplishments, and 
when asked which of his movies or parts he's 
played has been his favorite, Robby doesn't 
have a nice neat answer as one might ex¬ 
pect from a celebrity. He can't choose his 
favorites. "I guess it's like having children," 
he says. "You love each one." And while 
most stars talk about their biggest role being 
their favorite, Robby doesn't. When asked if 
he minded playing second fiddle to Lynn- 
Holly Johnson in Ice Castles, he said, "I love 
to act and entertain so much, I really don't 
care if it's the right step in my career. I want 
to do what I can. I don't mind falling on my 
face.'' 

One thing Robby would like to avoid, 
however, is a career that goes up and down 
like a roller coaster. That's why he's trying to 
round out his talents by taking up film direct¬ 
ing. He's written movies, acted in them, 
even written the music for some. Directing is 
the only thing he hasn't conquered yet. But 
next year, in a film (we promised not to men¬ 
tion the name yet) you'll see the credit "Di¬ 
rected by Robby Benson" up on the screen. 
Will Robby's debut as a director be a suc¬ 
cess? Only time will tell, but judging from his 
past achievement, he's certain to pass that 
screen test with flying colors. 

— Dan Weiss 
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They say kids do the darnedest 
things, but let’s face it — parents 
come up with some real winners 
too. Parents just have a knack of 
doing little things that drive us nuts 
(of course, for some of us that’s a 
short drive). You know what we 
mean. 


PARENTS 
DRIVE KIDS 
NUTS WHEN. 


Parents drive you nuts when, 
your mom drives you to school, then 
makes a big fuss if you don’t give her a 
good-bye kiss! 


Parents drive you nuts when... 
your mom always packs your lunch with a 
note that says, “Have a nice day,” and 
signs it with a smiley face! 


Parents drive you nuts when, 
your dad is the only one in 
shouting to the coach to put you in the 
game! 
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YOU'? BETTER 
WEAR VOUK 
RA\N HAT TOO, 
HONEY/ 


Parents drive you nuts when... 
you are invited to a slumber party and your 
mother calls at 10 to remind you to brush 
your teeth! 


Parents drive you nuts when... 
your friend comes to pick you up and your 
mother pushes your hair out of your eyes 
as you walk out the door. 

Parents drive you nuts when... 
they make you wear the hand-knitted mit¬ 
tens your grandmother made you five 
years ago. 


Parents drive you nuts when... 

they insist you wear rubber boots every 

time it looks as if its going to rain! 


Parents drive you nuts when... 
they make you take a sweater everywhere. 


Parents drive you nuts when... 

they refer to the kids you hang around with 

as "your little friends”! 


Parents drive you nuts when... 

they have your corrective shoes bronzed 

and display them on the coffee table! 
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□ YES! Send me_._ copies 

of The Hot Stuff Catalog @ $3*45 each 

H YES! Send me__ copies 

of The Official Dynamite Club Handbook @ $3.45 each 


Total Amount of money enclosed 


SHIPPING LABEL please print very carefully 


Last Name 


First Name 


Address 


Town State 

Not Valid after Dec. L 1979 

Offer valid in the U.5. and its territories only- 


SL060 


Get your own copies of The Officially Official 
Dynamite Club Handbook and The Dynamite 
year-Round Catalog of Hot Stuff mailed right to 
your home! 

They're packed with pages and pages of 
Dynamite fun — plus posters, stickers, statione 
and fabulous extras! Quick! Fill out the coupon 
Enclose a check or money order made out 
to Dynamite for $3.45 tor each book you want! 
Send it to the address below . 


DYNAMITE BOOKS 
BOX 1068A 

JEFFERSON CITY, MO 65102 
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Paulina Kernberg, M.D. 


Thank you for all the interesting letters you 
have been sending me. This month our first 
letter is about wanting to get into show busi¬ 
ness. 

Dear Dr. Kernberg, 

I am 12 years old and in the 7th grade. I 
have a problem. I want to be an actor, but 
just about everyone laughs at me and says, 
''You'll never be good enough." My parents 
don't say anything but I know they don't 
believe in me. I want to be an actor when I'm 
still pretty young and when I'm older too. 
CAN YOU HELP ME? (Please.) Desperate. 

L, South Carolina 

Dear J., 

From reading your letter there is no doubt 
that you are quite interested in being an 
actor. Strong interest is one of the first things 
needed to pursue one's goals. But there are 
two questions you should ask yourself. First, 
do you have a special talent for acting? And 
second, can you stand the years of hard 
work, tough competition, and the discourag¬ 
ing words of those who may not think acting 
is your best talent? The acting life is very 
competitive and difficult, so it's possible that 
people will try to talk you into trying some¬ 
thing easier. It isn't often that an actor be¬ 
comes a success overnight. You may want to 
read about the lives of actors to see how 
much they had to work. But if you have the 
talent, if you're willing to work at developing 
your talents, and if you can withstand the 


pressures, you might have a good chance. 
Gook luck! 

"I CAN'T GET MYSELF TO CLEAN 
MY ROOM. . 

Dear Dr. Kernberg, 

My problem is cleaning my room. I like to 
work, but I can't get myself to clean my 
room. 

I., Indiana 


Dear f., 

I am sure that many, many of our readers 
share this problem. I can only give you a few 
suggestions. First of all, if a messy room 
really bothers you, try to make sure that you 
don't add to the mess from now on. Then 
clean a little bit of your room at a time so 
there won't be so much to clean all at once. 
Also, try to reward yourself with a special 
treat when you finish cleaning. This might 
encourage you to keep cleaning even 
though you may not feel like finishing. 
Sometimes, the way you feel about yourself 
is also reflected in the way you keep your 
room. Could it be that you are feeling badly 
about yourself and your room shows it? 
Think about it and discuss it, if you can, with 
your parents or a good friend. 

If you have any thoughts or feelings you'd 
like to share with Dynamite readers, send 
them to me at this address: Dr. Kernberg, 
Dynamite, 50 West 44th St., New York, NY 
10036. (Sorry, no answers by mail.) 
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Win a 
Superprize! 


Is It a bird? Is it a plane? No, it's Superman! That's right, gang, If s 
a giant Superman book jam-packed with the highlights and history 
of his 40-year, crime-fighting career. Well be giving away five of 
these super books to the lucky winners of this Dynamite contest! All 
you have to do to enter this contest is fill out the questionnaire 
below. Be absolutely honest when you answer the questions. We 
don't look at the answers until we've picked the winners at random. 
Send the questionnaire to: 

Dynamite /Superp rize 
50 W. 44th St. 

N.Y., NY 10036 

Get your questionnaire in by Nov. 1,1979 and you might be a winner. 
Winners will be notified by mail. Contest void where prohibited by 
law. 


Name _ _ ___ _ , 

Address ______ _ __ 

Town —- ---State ... _Zip 

Ago --—----Grade_ 

I gat Dynamite every month. Yes No __ 

My three favorite TV shows are______ 


My three favorite music stars are 


My favorite male celebrity is ______ 

My favorite female celebrity is *___ ... 

What person (besides yourself) would you like to reed about in Dynamite? 


Now it's report card time. Give a grade to all the articles in this 
month's Dynamite, Put a 4 next to the title if you thought the feature was 


great, 3 for good, 2 for keep trying, 

Sci FI Space Race__ 

Star Wan Update __ 

Scl FI Jokes __ 

Meteor story__ 

Stunt Kid story -_ 

Special Effects Factory_ 

Pat-igree certificate__ 

Cake recipe___ 

Passes!... Pass it on__ 


for pretty bad, and 0 for yecccchhh I 

Bummers_- 

Hot Stuff___ 

Robby Benson__ 

Parents Drive You Crazy When_„ 

Count Morbida_ 

Good Vibrations,___ 

Meteor poster - 

Book Plate Stickers___. 

Desk Decorations__ 



HERE'S SOME 
INSIDE STUFF ABOUT 
WHAT'S UP IN THE 
NEXT ISSUE OF DYNAMITE 

Just You Wait! 

Erik Estrada: Dynamite talks to TVs top 
cop and superstar of CHiPs. 

Bee Gees Poster: A fabulous full-sized 
poster of the chart-busting Bee Gees to 
tear out and hang up in your room. 

A Dynamite Do-It-Yourself Instant 
Excuse Note: The Dynamite way to say, 
"Well, EXCU-U-U-S-S-E ME!" 

Mark from Ork: As you've never seen 
him before!. 

The Western Look: A round-up of the 
best in the western looks to wear back to 
school this falll 

Plus: Perilous puzzles from the creepy 
Count Morbida; a story on gymnast Kurt 
Thomas; all the hottest Hot Stuff on the 
coolest stuff to do, say, and eat; and 
much, much more! 
















































































Happy 

NewYear! 


Every kid knows that September is really the start of 
the new year. To celebrate the new year the Arrow 
BookClub is back with super new books! First, match 
wits with Alfred Hitchcock's Three Investigators as 
they try to crack the case of the laughing shadow. A 
cry for help, an eerie, ear-splitting laugh, a small 
gold statue, and a note written in blood make The 
Mystery of the Laughing Shadow a book you won t 
be able to put down. Read it if you dare! It will leave 
you screaming for more! 

Did someone say more? Don t worry, more sus¬ 
pense, more excitement are coming your way from 
Arrow next month! Here's our sneak preview of the 
books appearing on the Arrow Book Club September 
list: 

A Horse for X*Y*Z»: Having spent the whole time at 
camp dying to ride the beautiful brown horse. Snake 
Dancer, one daring camper decides to take matters 
into her own hands. As the other kids climb on the bus 
headed home, Solveig sneaks off to the corral for a 
thrilling gallop on the fast, powerful horse. Little does 
she realize she ll be left behind with four angry gun¬ 
men who turn her riding dream into a living night¬ 
mare! If you love horses and adventure, this book is 
for you! 

Unidentified Flying Oddball: Tom is in big trou¬ 
ble. First, a space rocket is blasted into outer space 
and Tom's on board] Then, when he finally gets back 
to Earth, he lands in the midst of King Arthur's court in 
merry old England! The year? 508! Sit back and enjoy 
as Tom helps King Arthur battle the greedy knight, 
Sir Mordred, and the wicked wizard, Merlin, To¬ 
gether the King and Tom fight to save England and 
Tom's new-found love, Sandy. Full of laughs and 
surprises, this wacky adventure story is now a new 
movie too! Check 'em apt I 

All-Pro Football Stars 1979: Kick off the new foot¬ 
ball season with this terrific book featuring all the 
latest news and inside information on your favorite 
football players of 79. Inside you'll meet Terry Brad¬ 
shaw, Earl Campbell, Lynn Swann, Dave Casper, 
Randy Gradishar, and morel And youil have a ball 
reading the previews, the predictions, the 
statistics — they're all here. Don't miss it! 

And don't miss all the other good books coming 
from Arrow this fall. Remember, you can't order them 
from Dynamite. You can only get them from your 
teacher and the Arrow Book Club. 
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School Days! School Days! Good 
old golden rule days! Yeecch! Aw, 
come on. It’s not that bad. Just 
because summer’s about over, it 
doesn’t mean that the fun has to stop. 
Stick with us and we guarantee that 
the first month and every month of 
your new school year will be 100% 
Dynamite! Here are some important 
dates and birthdays to help cheer 
you up. 

Sept. 1. Barry Gibb's birthday. It would be a 
tragedy it you forgot this Bee Gee's birthday. 
Send your card c/o RSO Records, 8335 Sunset 
Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90069. 

Sept. 22. Happy New Year! The Jewish New 
Year starts today. And what else is new? It's 
also Scott Baio’s birthday! Send your birthday 
wishes c/o ABOTV, 4151 Prospect Ave., Los 
Angeles.CA 90027. 

Sept. 27. It would be a totally hot idea to send 
Olivia Newton-John a little more love by wishing 
her a happy birthday. Send your card c/o MCA 
Records, 100 Universal City Plaza, Universal 
City, CA 91608. 


ANSWERS TO 

COUNT MORBIDA’S PUZZLE PAGES 


Warning of What Awaits! 



1. float; 2. earth; 3, space: 
4 science; 5. robot. 
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Dynamite Desk-orations 


Is the top of your desk a little too flat? Give it a laughable lift 
with a sign that changes to match your mood! With this 
three-sided table-topper set up on your desk, anyone who sees 
it will know that when it comes to signs, yours is always 
Dynamite! 

Here's how to get your Desk-oration together: 

1. Cut out the whole Desk-oration in one piece along the solid 
black lines. 

2. Fold away from you along the three dotted lines. 

3. Turn the whole piece over so that the printed side is down 


on your desk, with the narrow flap part nearest to you, 

4. Bring piece farthest from you over to meet the flap part, with 
the flap part on the inside. You now have a long pyramid 
shape. 

5. Tape the flap to the inside so that it stays together. Now flip 
the Desk-oration over so that whichever message you like the 
most shows out. You can change the side that shows to match 
your mood, 

6. Use the sticker letters to put your name on the side that says 
“your name here.” 



Design/Marylee Langman 































